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REASONS 



VOTING FOR MARTIN VAN BUREN. 



First, because of his eminent personal qualifications 
for the office. 

Leave out two or three individuals, and there is no nmn 
now living in the United States, who would be acknowledged 
on all hands, by men of all political partialities, to be so 
well fitted for the responsible duties of President as Mr. Van 
Buren. And this, both for his natural abilities, his acquired 
knowledge and culture, and his wide experience as a states- 
man and public man. He is gifted by nature with talents of 
a first-rate order. He is a man of uncommon ability ; and 
in thid respect has had but few equals on the stage of the 
national affairs, during his career of twenty-five years. 
This would be sufficiently evinced by the fact, that, from 
the age of eighteen to his present advanced period of life, 
he has been one looked up to, respected, and confided in by 
all those who were about him, and who were witnesses of his 
powers and their exertions. In a public man, in this coun- 
try, — where every such person has his claims sifted in the 
strictest manner, as well by opponents as by those who 
are anxious to see whether they can venture to intrust to 
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liow they can venture so much against such evidence^ 
These facts are as follows : — First, that General Taylor is^ 
and has always been, not of necessity, but of choice, a lai^ 
slaveholder of the worst kind, — a sugar-planter, whose 
slaves have to be renewed, on an average, once in twelve 
years, — has lived in the midst of slaveholders, and, it is al- 
together reasonable to suppose, entertains the opinions, and 
possesses the ordinary sympathies and feelings of the slave- 
holding community, in respect to this as to other matters. 
There is no particular reason why he should be the only 
slaveholder in Mississippi, or Louisiana, opposed to the ex* 
tension of slavery. Few can be much more interested than 
he, being a large owner of slaves, and having most of his 
property invested in plantations and their human appurte^ 
nances. Being "of them," there is no reason why he 
i^ould not, and every reason why he should, be "with 
them," on this great question. The South, at least, think 
him so, and are more ready to intrust this, their greatest 
present interest, to him, unpledged, than to a Northern man, 
though bound to them by the most sacred promises. — Sec- 
ondly, that the Legislature of Mississippi, a Democratic 
State, desiring to nominate him for the Presidency, sent a 
comtnittee to see him, converse with him, and, if possible, 
ascertain his opinions on matters of important concern. 
That this committee went to him, and report, that, in their 
conversation with him, he expressed himself in favor of 
obtaining territory from Mexico, and said that " the South 
should never submit to the passage of the Wilmot Proviso," 
this statement having gone the rounds of the papers. North 
and South, and never having been contradicted or denied. 
And that he was nominated by the Mississippi Legislature, 
for the reason especially that he was sound on this point, 
and accepted the nomination without denying that he was 
so ; which, if he were the honest man he is said to be, he 
would have done, had he felt any doubts on the subject. — 
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And, finally, that the whole Southern portion of the Whig 
party, under the feeling that the extension of slavery, or its 
prohibition in the new territories, was the great question at 
issue in the coming Presidential election, united to a man in 
the nomination of Taylor at the CJonvention at Philadelphia^ 
and gave it to be understood by their Northern brethren, 
that if he was not nominated they should secede, and give 
their support to no one else. Why this eagerness, this ex- 
treme urgency, carrying them even beyond the bounds of 
justice and honor, in obtaining him, and him only, at a time 
when they felt nothing to be of so much importance as to 
secure their so-called rights in the new territory ? South- 
ern politicians have always had the character of being 
shrewd men, and generally understanding what they are 
about. 

In the face of these facts, we think it will be admitted 
that the utmost the partisans of Greneral Taylor can claim 
for him is, that there is a possibility that he may not be 
enough opposed to the Wilmot Proviso to veto a bill contain- 
ing it, which has the sanction of both houses of Congress. 
Far, against all this array of evidence, nothing can be 
produced but hearsay reports and uncertain rumors, — all 
of which can be met by as many of the same sort on the 
opposite side, — and impressions unsupported by evidence. 
Whoever votes for General Taylor runs the risk of voting 
for a man who is as likely to advocate as to prevent the 
extension of slavery into the new territory. 

Such is the position of these two candidates, the one cer- 
tainly in favor of this great evil, the other, taking the 
ground of his warmest supporters, at best, holding an un- 
certain position in regard to it. Mr. Van Buren is certainly 
opposed to i£, — pledged to use his influence to prevent it, 
if elected President. In his letter in answer to the nomina- 
tion of the Buffalo Convention, he professes himself, on 
principle, opposed to the farther extension of slavery, and 
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regards it, in every poiiit of view, expediciit to prohibit it by 
legislative action. And he supports his view by a very able 
and extended argument in fiivor of the constitutionality and . 
justice of the measnve. Nor is this any new sentiment of 
his, got up, as it is veiy unfairly said by some, to serve the 
present occasion. For we find that at the time when the 
question of extending slavery beyond the Mississippi into 
Missouri was under agitation, a resolution was brought into 
the Senate of New York, of which he was then a member, 
denouncing the measure f and that resolution was advocated 
in a speech, and voted for, by him. So that he has^ .always 
been a friend of prohibiting slavery-extension, and he now 
anew professes this as his principle of action. None but 
the most rabid of political opponents pretend to doubt that 
he will act up to ilie principles he professes. His whole 
past life effectually quashes any such affi^cted doubt«> A 
more consistent Democrat was never the object of Whig de- 
nunciation and abuse. •* 

Although these are the most weighty reasons why Mr. 
Van Buren has superior claims on the votes of all intelligent 
freemen, they are not the^ only ones. He stands as a inep- 
resentative of the principles contained in the Bufialo plat* 
form, — as noble a national platform of priBciples as can be 
conceived or desired, embracing every important subject of 
public policy, and including in itself all that is of any value 
in the principles of both the other great parties, all that both 
of them have been contending for, and some valuable ones 
in addition. To have a President who will carry out these 
measures in the action of the government is all that the best 
lover of his country can ask for. And Mr. Van Buren is 
the only candidate now in the field who stands pledged to 
these principles ; or who, according to any of the laws of 
human probability, is at all likely to make them the basis of 
his policy. 




Illlllllllllllll 

3 2044 055 DIG 813 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 

Please return promptly. 



oefa^uecHe 




